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Goals: 

 Build support for Amtrak to include a Phoenix-Tucson link as part of its state-supported short-
range corridor system. 

 Work for daily service on the Sunset Limited. 
 Build credibility among regional politicians, managers and organizations as the critical 

organization with expertise in rail. 
 Recruit new members and raise funds. 
 Work as Coalition Coordinator of the Western Interstate Trains Coalition. 

 

Friends of Transit Annual Meeting 

There were presentations from the following. 

 Valley Metro: It will begin construction on the South-Central project; the northwest line will 
have an elevated section near I-17 and the mall; there will be future bus rapid transit lines. 

 Mesa: Plans are being generated for additional light rail in the area with the desire that the line 
eventually go to Mesa Gateway Airport; the biggest problem is a “public transportation desert” 
east of Gilbert Rd. 

 Phoenix: More and better bus routes are in the offing along with a lot of new buses. 
 ASU: The college has its own bus lines, and they are expanding. 
 Tempe: New pedestrian paths will be built with underpasses to go under main roads; the Tempe 

Streetcar will eventually be expanded with the possibility that it will go into Mesa. 

 

Kingman Meeting 

City Manager Ron Foggin sent out 146 e-mail invitations to the meeting about the Southwest Chief and 
Amtrak’s long-distance trains.  About 15 people responded, but over 30 people showed up at the 
Kingman City Council chamber where the meeting was held.  The mayor and city manager appeared, as 
did Gary Kellogg, the Planning and Economic Development Director.  The Lake Havasu newspaper sent a 
reporter as did the Kingman Miner.  The local radio station gave the meeting a lot of publicity. 

People were riled up about what Amtrak was proposing, and everyone from train riders to town officials 
agreed to contact Rep. O’Halleran and Sen. Sinema to thank them for their work to keep the trains.  
There was also agreement that Sen. McSally needed to hear from her constituents about this; she’s 
been playing coy too long. 

  



Winslow Meeting 

The Winslow town government wasn’t sure what to do about the Amtrak situation, so they punted to 
Bob Hall, Executive Director of the Winslow Chamber of Commerce.  He knew what to do!  A mass 
meeting was called at the Winslow Visitor Center, a former trading post.  Over 40 people showed up to 
become current on the Amtrak situation.  Among them were Mayor Thomas McCauley and City 
Councilwoman Samantha Crisp.  Samantha’s big concern is the local airport which was a major refueling 
stop in the early days of commercial aviation.  It can handle large commercial jets.  She is thinking in 
“intermodal” terms. 

To our surprise and delight, City Councilman Jim McCarthy drove in from Flagstaff along with Mayor 
Coral Evans.  She had missed our Flagstaff meeting and wanted to hear our pitch firsthand.  Coral wants 
to borrow our logo and advertise Flagstaff at the first “All Aboard Arizona Community” in the state.  The 
banner would be displayed at the station and at entrances to the town.  She also wants to “challenge” 
Mayor Christian Price of Maricopa to be the next AAAZ Community in the state. 

Chip Davis, the Northern District Director of Rep. O’Halleran’s office, made an appearance and assured 
the group of the congressman’s support of Amtrak. 

The final result will be a resolution from the town government along the lines of the Flagstaff resolution.  
The attendees will be writing letters of thanks to O’Halleran and Sinema, and letters asking McSally to 
support the trains. 

The local radio station gave me an interview. 

This was the biggest meeting we’ve had on the subject.  It was a major success. 

 

Transportation Choices Coalition Meeting 

Tony Cani from Resolute Consulting gave a presentation on our success in defeating Proposition 105. 

 The Yes/105 forces had a large amount of walking-around money and spent nearly $100,000 on 
the street.  They crashed No/105 gatherings.  They handed out $100 bills to people filing ballot 
arguments in favor of the proposition so to subsidize the expensive filing fee.  Late in the 
campaign there was an accidental admission that dark money had funded the campaign from 
the start and that the Koch Brothers’ organization had written the proposition. 

 The Phoenix New Times, an alternative newspaper, broke the story and so upset the Arizona 
Republic that the larger newspaper wouldn’t cover the story.  The excuse was that the New 
Times was not capable of real journalism, but the Republic was actually upset that it had been 
scooped by “a bunch of hippies.”  Thanks to social media, the Wall Street Journal and other 
major newspapers picked up the story. 

 When the Yes/105 forces spent a lot of money on signs and billboards, the No/105 forces 
neared panic.  It turned out that the money the No/105 forces spent on the street easily 
counteracted signs and billboards. 

  



 Just before the vote, there was an announcement that $100 million in federal grants had been 
awarded to Valley Metro for the light rail extension.  This was an embarrassment to the Yes/105 
forces.  But shortly after that there was an article about how the costs for light rail had doubled.  
The two stories turned out to be a wash. 

 The last vote for rail transportation succeeded in winning 55% of the vote.  No/105 won with 
63% of the vote.  50% of those who voted said they had ridden Valley Metro Rail.  40% of 
Republicans voted No/105, which was a delightful surprise.  Support for light rail was bipartisan. 

 Turnout was expected at around 182,000 voters.  The surprise was that 195,000 voters turned 
out.  Only two precincts voted Yes/105; everybody else voted No/105.  Not one Phoenix City 
Council district voted Yes/105.  This was a major embarrassment for those on the council who 
opposed light rail. 

 Phoenix now follows the pattern of San Diego, Portland and St. Louis.  Once people see light rail 
and ride it, they’re converted.  However, in those three cities there wasn’t the travail we had to 
endure to get the second phase started. 

The situation at the Maricopa Association of Governments has deteriorated. 

 MAG is understaffed with a lot of good people leaving to go to consulting firms. 
 The staff has made the case for commuter rail, but there is a lack of leadership at the elected 

official level. 
 The Policy Committee will probably not make the deadline next year for deciding on the mix of 

freeways, light rail, commuter rail and buses to send to the voters.  Thus, the vote will likely be 
put off until 2024. 

 

AARP 

 Jim Mathews of RPA attempted to contact AARP national headquarters in March 2017, and then 
again recently, to gain the association’s attention for rural mobility for the elderly and thus gain 
support for Amtrak.  He was unsuccessful and characterized AARP as a “fortress.” 

 Steve Jennings, the local AARP representative, concurred with Mathews’ characterization.  AARP 
is like the castle on the hill.  If it thinks you may be of use to its agenda, it will come down from 
the hill, enlist your support and use your resources.  But if you try knocking on the castle door, 
you’ll find the portcullis down, the drawbridge up and alligators in the moat.  You have to 
approach from the inside. 

 I asked Steve to send our video and executive summary to the national office in DC, which he 
did.  “It raised eyebrows,” he said. 

 He reached out to Myrna Blyth, editor of the monthly AARP magazine, to ask if she would be 
willing to talk to us about Amtrak.  She demurred.  AARP is in the fight of its life on the issue of 
drug pricing and regards Amtrak as a sideshow.  Myrna will not take a stand in her magazine 
unless her management and her board is willing to authorize that stand. 

  



 Frank Davies, editor of the weekly AARP newsletter, however, has a different chain of command 
than Myrna.  Steve asked Frank if he would be interested in discussing Amtrak, and Frank asked 
for reading material.  I sent him the link to our video and a new executive summary 
concentrating on service to the elderly.  Steve wants to arrange a conference call with himself, 
me and Frank to discuss whether his newsletter wishes to highlight the Amtrak issue. 

 

Western Interstate Trains Coalition 

 We have six stars: Barry Green (Idaho-Montana-North Dakota), Deborah Fischer-Stout (Kansas-
Missouri), Brian Nelson (Minnesota), Adrian Gurule (New Mexico), Gary Lanman (Oklahoma), 
and Terry Brown (Wisconsin).  Adrian volunteered on his own upon discovering that we existed.  
Terry was suggested as an alternate by Mark Quam and became a star. 

 Adrian Gurule wants to arrange rallies in Winslow, Flagstaff and Kingman next year like the one 
he held recently in Lamy. 

 Other RPA state representatives either refused contact, or agreed to participate but then did 
not do so. 

 RailPAC supported the effort financially at the beginning but withdrew support when the effort 
failed to generate enough income to be self-sustaining.  There was also the problem that many 
RPA state representatives were slow to sign on, and many ignored it altogether. 

 All Aboard Washington initially agreed to provide some funding but then reneged.  It also 
agreed to participate in this effort but then reneged on that too. 

 We are looking for a volunteer to replace me as the coordinator of this effort. 

 

NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT, CHUCK MOTT, ALL ABOARD ARIZONA 

Tony Trifiletti has brought to the rail advocacy community, Western Interstate Trains Coalition and All 
Aboard Arizona, extraordinary leadership, unstinting and successful efforts, and a rare level of 
professionalism that the rail advocacy community seldom achieves!  In particular, he has meet with the 
mayors, deputy mayors, city managers, members of city councils and civic leaders in virtually all 
communities directly served by Amtrak’s Southwest Chief and Sunset Limited in Arizona.  This week he 
and Roger Clark met with over 30 local government and civic leaders in Kingman and over 40 local 
government and civic leaders in Winslow to present the message of the threatened loss of the 
Southwest Chief to their communicates.  The responses were overwhelming!  They will contact their 
congressional delegation and Amtrak’s Richard Anderson to save the western interstate passenger 
trains. 

Tony was interviewed on the radio and met with reporters of the local press in both cities.  Mayor Evans 
of Flagstaff said she wants to make the city of Flagstaff an “ALL ABOARD ARIZONA COMMUNITY.”  She 
has requested our logo template and plans to have a flag made showing this motto.  It will be flown at 
the Amtrak Station in Flagstaff.  She will urge other Arizona cities to become “All Aboard Arizona 
Communities” as well. 

 



To all our readers of Mr. Trifiletti’s monthly newsletter, please note this: Volunteer work only partially 
gets the job done.  Real, lasting and meaningful efforts to save and promote our passenger trains only 
result from productive, talented and capable full=time paid professionals, such as Tony Trifiletti, to 
really make a difference.  And Tony has done it.  He is the best of the best! 

Please send contributions to help keep him here and on the cutting edge to save our long-distance 
trains.  Go to our exciting new website for details:  AllAboardArizona.org.  We need Tony to stay on 
board.   He has brought us too far to falter now on the cusp of his greatest achievements! 

 


