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Goals: 

 Build support for Amtrak to include a Phoenix-Tucson link as part of its state-supported short-
range corridor system. 

 Work for daily service on the Sunset Limited. 
 Build credibility among regional politicians, managers and organizations as the critical 

organization with expertise in rail. 
 Support Valley Metro Rail in its hour of need. 
 Recruit new members and raise funds. 
 Work as Coalition Coordinator of the Western Interstate Trains Coalition. 

 

Western Interstate Trains Coalition 

 The video jumped from 1400 hits to 2300 over a three-day period.  There is no plausible 
explanation for this. 

 Weekly bulletins have been going out to keep participants aware of what each one is doing. 
 Only a few state rail activists are non-participants. 
 RailPAC has pulled the financial plug.  RailPAC expected three things to develop from this effort. 

o RPA state representatives would jump to get their local, county and state officials to 
pressure their congressmen and senators to support Amtrak’s national network.  Result: 
A goodly number took the initiative while others did not; some asked other members of 
their state organizations to take leadership; one indicated that he would participate only 
if another whom he disliked were fired. 

o Significant contributions would pour in as the video circulated, thus making it a self-
sustaining effort.  Result: A few small checks arrived but nothing major. 

o Angry people would besiege their senators and congressmen with tar, feathers and 
pitchforks demanding full funding of the national network.  Result: Nothing happened; 
outside the Northeast Corridor, few know that Amtrak even runs a national network. 

The tragedy is that RailPAC withdrew its financial support at just the moment that I had managed to get 
the people in the boat to all row in the same direction. 
 
 
“Chef Madi” Butler Visit to Phoenix and Tucson 
 

 The event on 11 August at the Four Peaks Brewery in Tempe was a success.  From our team, Jay 
Smyth and John James attended, along with John’s wife Andrea.  Diane Brown came from the 
Transportation Choices Coalition.  Sean Sweat and Chelsea Smith came from the Urban Phoenix 
Project.  Five people from the Southwest Transit Memes for Desert-Oriented Teens made their 
appearance.  We had a wide-ranging discussion of Amtrak, Arizona intercity rail, Phoenix area 
commuter rail, Valley Metro Rail and Proposition 105.   It was a bit strange mixing with people 



young enough to be my grandchildren, but it was refreshing.  There is in fact a younger 
generation poised to take over advocacy.  All we have to do is find and train them. 

 On 12 August, I drove Madi to Tucson via the Union Pacific route. 
 Madi mentioned that she knew someone at Virgin Trains in Miami and contacted him about 

possible rail-related real estate opportunities available in the corridor. 
 Madi and I joined the manager and chef of Maynard’s Restaurant for some free samples and a 

discussion of the Amtrak situation. 
 Farhad Moghimi, the Pima Association of Government’s transportation chief, hosted a tamale 

lunch at his conference room at PAG headquarters.  Tom Fischer and I brought him and his other 
guests up to date on Amtrak’s plans and our thoughts on the July meeting with Amtrak in 
Tucson where Amtrak had suggested a study for corridor service between Los Angeles, Phoenix 
and Tucson. 

 Madi and I took a tour of the Del-Bac distillery and sampled some of their whiskies.  She is quite 
an expert in that area. 

 Ken Karrels hosted a reception at the Southern Arizona Transportation Museum.  Mayor 
Rothschild spoke, as did Madi, and I gave a rousing speech on what we had to do to prevent 
Amtrak from killing the national network. 

 Shaq Davis of the Arizona Daily Star wrote a solid article on our efforts.  
https://tucson.com/news/local/road-runner-advocates-seek-to-protect-tucson-stop-on-
amtrak/article_e8ce14fe-15fc-58c2-850c-
c3bae45c9008.amp.html#referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&amp_tf=From%20%251
%24s 

 There was one serious disappointment.  In RPA’s weekly Hotline, Chef Madi made no mention of 
All Aboard Arizona.  She mentioned the people we brought to the table, but there was no 
mention of our organization.  It was as though we had no part in the effort. 

 

Proposition 105 
 

 The people didn’t speak, they shouted!  It wasn’t a landslide but a blowout.  By a 62-38 margin, 
the people of Phoenix voted to expand light rail and open the door to other rail-based solutions. 

 Our ballot argument against Proposition 105 made it into the final draft of the voters’ pamphlet 
and became a template for other organizations writing their own arguments against it. 

 A reformatted version of those arguments was published in the Arizona Republic as a letter to 
the editor from me. 

 The vote proved that the transit planners of San Diego, St. Louis, Seattle, Portland, Denver, 
Dallas and Salt Lake City were correct.  First, you build the cheapest starter line that will 
accomplish the mission.  Once people see it and ride it, they’ll believe in the efficacy of the light 
rail mode.  Phoenix has joined the cities above in understanding what light rail can accomplish 
and proving it to the voters.  This vote was watched nationally.  In the future, dark money will 
find it difficult to win these votes in other cities. 

  



Pinal Partnership Monthly Lunch 
 
The attendees included many people I met when I was lining up the meetings we thought Brightline 
would be here to attend. 

 Bryant Powell, City Manager, Apache Junction; 
 Larry Rains, City Manager, Casa Grande; 
 Rick Miller, City Manager, Coolidge; 
 Harvey Krauss, City Manager, Eloy; 
 Brent Billingsley, Town Manager, Florence; 
 Rick Horst, City Manager, Maricopa; 
 John Kross, Town Manager, Queen Creek. 

Quizzed on the most positive development in their communities: 

 Apache Junction: The town added 6600 acres from the State Land Department to the rolls for 
development. 

 Casa Grande: New manufacturers are breaking ground for their plants, there is a new auto 
dealership, and there is a 400% increase in housing starts over last year. 

 Coolidge: The FAA has given the town a $9.5 million grant for the local industrial airport, Nikola 
will soon break ground for their factory in December, and Saint Holdings has been instrumental 
in making all this happen. 

 Eloy: There is a new city hall, and a new truck stop will be built on I-10 with a motel in the mix. 
 Florence: The town has received 200 acres from the federal Bureau of Land management, and 

ten planning studies are in play for it. 
 Maricopa: The rail overpass has generated new commercial development, there are 1400 new 

housing starts, and a town with no apartments now has 600 apartment starts. 
 Queen Creek: The town is split between two counties: 20% Pinal and 80% Maricopa.  The town 

has acquired land next to the future Route 24 freeway for development, the town has its first 
hotel, new health care venues are opening, and the town is experiencing its largest residential 
growth in 14 years. 

Quizzed about challenges: 

 Apache Junction: The town lacks shovel-ready sites for development, and the school district is in 
difficulty because the voters have turned down tax increases for the past 14 years. 

 Casa Grande: Revenue streams lag behind what is necessary for development. 
 Coolidge: Water resources are an issue as is workforce housing.  There are 200 new housing 

starts. 
 Eloy: Job creation requires companies that would pay a living wage, and roads, sewers and 

water are current headaches. 
 Florence: Water is the big issue. 
 Maricopa: About $400 million per year leaks to surrounding communities because the town 

doesn’t have the shopping opportunities that abound elsewhere in the region.  Route 347 is at 
capacity and is a nightmare at rush hour. 

 Queen Creek: The town needs more economic diversity, a larger job base and better 
transportation. 



 
I exchanged cards with: 
 

 Judy Hughes, Council Member, Florence.  She heard me speak when I gave our Brightline 
presentation last year. 

 Amy Doyle, Co-Founder, Telaperalta, Gold Canyon.  Amy is converting her cattle ranch into a 
luxury camping venue and eventual spa. 

 

Meeting the Goals 

 Worked with Chef Madi to bring a host of Phoenix and Tucson people together to support our 
trains.  The events were successful. 

 Succeeded in getting our letter to the editor on Proposition 105 published in the Arizona 
Republic.  Valley Metro Rail passed the vote with flying colors. 

 Met with the Southwest Transit Memes for Desert-Oriented Teens for the purpose of 
recruitment at the Four Peaks Brewery.  I passed my card to all attendees. 

 Published weekly bulletins for the Western Interstate Trains Coalition.  Unfortunately, with 
RailPAC removing its financial support, there are questions as to whether this effort can 
continue for much longer. 

 

Next Month 

 Transportation Choices Coalition meeting. 
 Western Interstate Trains Coalition work. 
 AAPRCO event in Albuquerque about private railcars; as of this date, it’s unlikely that the cost 

would be worth our while. 
 Meetings to be held in Flagstaff, Kingman and Winslow to support Amtrak’s national network. 

 


