
FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

30 SEPTEMBER 2019 

 

Goals: 

 Build support for Amtrak to include a Phoenix-Tucson link as part of its state-supported short-
range corridor system. 

 Work for daily service on the Sunset Limited. 
 Build credibility among regional politicians, managers and organizations as the critical 

organization with expertise in rail. 
 Recruit new members and raise funds. 
 Work as Coalition Coordinator of the Western Interstate Trains Coalition. 

 

No on Propositions 105/106 Victory Party 

This was a congratulatory event with Phoenix City Councilwomen Pastor and Stark, along with Phoenix 
Mayor Gallego, speaking of our victory over the forces of dark money.  Roger Clark and I attended. 

 We got a few minutes face time with Mayor Kate Gallego, who referred us to her transportation 
aide, Tony Motola.  We asked for an interview with the mayor to make our case. 

 Marc Pearsall of Jacobs Engineering asked his management for a grant for All Aboard Arizona to 
keep me working.  Regrettably, that led to a dead end. 

 Marc credited our argument that victory for Prop 105 would kill off not only commuter rail, but 
commuter and intercity rail as well, as a deciding factor in determining the outcome of the 
election.  We made a difference. 

 

Flagstaff Presentation 

We had the following attendees: 
 Jim McCarthy, Council Member (arranger of meeting); 
 Adam Shimoni, Vice Mayor; 
 Greg Clifton, City Manager; 
 Shane Dille, Deputy City Manager; 
 Trace Ward, Director, Discover Flagstaff (with Jessica Lawrence); 
 Heidi Hansen, Economic Vitality Director, City of Flagstaff. 

The session was highly active with all participants joining in, especially Heidi. 
 There was a proper sense of disgust that the bus substitution issue may come up again after 

October 1. 
 There was proper alarm that Amtrak might attempt to eliminate the national network trains, 

especially the Southwest Chief, which is Flagstaff’s bread and butter. 



 Heidi asked a series of pertinent questions as to why we’ve come to this pass and what can be 
done about it.  She was particularly concerned about their airport and the federal money that 
could help it immensely. 

 Mike Garey gave a report on the AAPRCO meeting in Albuquerque and the excellent results that 
came from it. 

 Heidi and the others will formulate a letter to go out under Mayor Coral Evans’ signature to their 
congressional delegation about Amtrak and the local airport under the rubric “integrated 
transportation.” 

 Adrian Skabelund, a reporter for the Arizona Daily Sun, held a session with Mike Garey, Jim 
McCarthy and myself after the meeting to bring him up to speed on what is going on with 
Amtrak.  We gave him a thorough briefing, and he will write an article about the situation. 

 

Western Interstate Trains Coalition 

The following have shown leadership in taking on their assignments and have reported weekly. 
 Idaho-Montana-North Dakota: Barry Green; 
 Kansas-Missouri: Deborah Fischer-Stout; 
 Minnesota: Brian Nelson; 
 Nebraska: Bob Kuzelka; 
 New Mexico: Adrian Gurule; 
 Oklahoma: Gary Lanman; 
 Wisconsin: Terry Brown. 

 
The following have been contacted, have agreed to take on assignments, but have either not done so or 
have simply not reported. 

 Louisiana: Andrew Lodriguss; 
 Oregon: Mike Morrison; 
 Washington: Harvey Bowen. 

 
The following have refused contact. 

 Arkansas-Texas: Dr. Bill Pollard; 
 Iowa: Chris Krebill. 

 
One individual, who shall remain nameless, said he would not undertake any assignment unless two 
people were fired and replaced by his cronies.  One person he wanted fired was my best activist and 
reporter.  I avoided further contact with this individual.  Egos! 
 
Numerically speaking, half of our activists are producing, and the other half aren’t.  Those who are 
producing are dedicated to the project and are doing exceptional work. 
  



University of Arizona Transportation Club 
 
An invitation to present our organization to the club on October 9 was withdrawn by the club’s 
president.  The club is only interested in presentations from highway-related companies who might hire 
club members upon graduation.  Miles Kaufmann did his best for us. 
 
 
Transportation Choices Coalition 
 
They decided to skip a September meeting. 
 
 

Meeting the Goals 

 Roger Clark and I got some brief face time with Mayor Gallego of Phoenix to make our case.  We 
may get a meeting with her – or not. 

 Mike Garey and I made a presentation to key people in Flagstaff about Amtrak, and we made a 
strong impression.  They take us seriously. 

 Marc Pearsall indicated he would attempt to find grant money for us from Jacobs Engineering. 
 The Western Interstate Trains Coalition is running on half its cylinders, but those who are 

working are producing results. 

 

Next Month 

 Transportation Choices Coalition meeting. 
 All Aboard Arizona board meeting. 
 Set up meetings in Kingman and Winslow. 

 


