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Goals: 

 Build support for Amtrak to include a Phoenix-Tucson link as part of its state-supported short-

range corridor system. 

 Work for daily service on the Sunset Limited. 

 Build credibility among regional politicians, managers and organizations as the critical 

organization with expertise in rail. 

 Support Valley Metro Rail in its hour of need. 

 Recruit new members and raise funds. 

 Work as Coalition Coordinator of the Western Interstate Trains Coalition. 

 

Conference Call with Madi Butler, Lynn Aldrich and Sean Jeans-Gail 

Chef Madison (“Madi”) Butler is the 2019 “Summer by Rail” intern for the Rail Passengers Association.  

She will be taking a 50-day cross country trip via Amtrak with a focus on great food reachable by train 

and public transit.  Madi graduated from the Auguste Escoffier School of Culinary Arts and is passionate 

about creating menus that preserve artisanal methods while experimenting with new flavors. 

 She will arrive in Flagstaff on the Southwest Chief on August 9 and stay overnight. 

 We will pick her up and take her to her Phoenix hotel on August 10.  She will be in town August 
10 and 11. 

 She would like to tour Valley Metro Rail. 

 She has reserved the Four Peaks Brewery in Tempe on the afternoon of August 11 for a 
gathering of our members and contacts, but the accent is on the New Urbanist Memes for 
Transit-Oriented Teens, which has a significant presence in Phoenix.  (They aren’t really 
teenagers, just young adults who use public transportation.)  It would give us a chance to recruit 
new, young members in addition to Madi making her pitch. 

 We will drive her to her Tucson hotel on August 12 via the Union Pacific route.  (It’s the same 
tour we gave to Peter LeCody.) 

 There will be time for meetings with our Tucson people, to be arranged by Ken Karrels, on 
August 12 and 13. 

 Madi will leave Tucson on the evening of August 13 for Los Angeles on the Sunset Limited. 
 
She would to meet in both cities with: 

 Local officials, to include mayors; 

 Policymakers (Audra Koester-Thomas & Farhad Moghimi come to mind); 

 DOT (Carlos Lopez); 

 Newspaper and broadcast media; 

 Valley Metro Rail (Scott Smith or someone close to him); 

 Transportation Choices Coalition (Diane Brown & friends). 
  



Meeting in Tucson 

We held a meeting at Tucson City Hall with key city and county people to discuss Amtrak.  Our mission 

was to alert local players and build political support to save Amtrak’s national network, including the 

Sunset Limited, and gain daily service for that train.  We wanted the attendees to contact their 

congressmen and senators in favor of these goals.  In addition to myself, Chuck, Roger, Earl and Ken 

Karrels, we had the following attendees: 

 Thomas Fisher, Project Manager, Tucson Department of Transportation (organizer and 

facilitator); 

 Diana Alarcon, Director, Tucson Department of Transportation; 

 Robin Raine, Deputy Director, Tucson Department of Transportation; 

 Albert Elias, Assistant City Manager, Tucson; 

 Claire Kaufman, Planning, Transportation & Sustainability Policy Advisor, Mayor’s Office; 

 Patrick Cavanaugh, Economic Development Deputy Director, Pima County Administration; 

 Sandi Garrick, Utility Liaison, Pima County Public Works Administration; 

 Catherine Strickland, Marketing Program Manager, Pima County Attractions & Tourism; 

 Brent DeRaad, President, Visit Tucson. 

All were on board with our mission.  The key point was that Sen. McSally was not on board, while the 

two local congresspeople (Grijalva and Kirkpatrick) and Sen. Sinema are strong supporters.  Pressure 

needs to be placed on Martha McSally to gain her support for Amtrak. 

 

Transportation Choices Coalition Meeting 

Proposition 105, scheduled for a vote in Phoenix on August 27, would kill all future extensions of Valley 

Metro Rail, make it impossible to renew its current equipment, and prevent Phoenix from participating 

in any future rail activity, to include commuter rail from MAG and intercity rail from Amtrak.  Our ballot 

argument against it was written by me, signed by Chuck and Roger, and filed by them with the City 

Clerk.  It will appear in the voters’ information pamphlet issued just before the election. 

 There have been weekly meetings with stakeholders and Tony Cani, the pollster and designer of 

the Against effort; 

 The key players are on board, to include contractors, the Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, the 

Greater Phoenix Leadership Council and organized labor; 

 Internal polling looks good; 

 AARP will send out a mass mailing to its people, but the current flyer is too wordy; 

 AARP is preparing robocalls; 

 The social media campaign is not yet ready to go; 

 Paid political ads are not yet ready to go, and they can’t use all that good video material from 

the February Friends of Transit conference because it belongs to Valley Metro, which must 

remain politically neutral; 

 The ballot arguments are 16 For and 14 Against; our Against argument made the final cut and 

acted as an example for other organizations. 

  



Pinal Partnership Breakfast 

This was the annual session with the mayors.  Attending were: 

 Craig McFarland, Mayor of Casa Grande; 

 Jon Thompson, Mayor of Coolidge; 

 Micah Powell, Vice Mayor of Eloy; 

 Tara Walter, Mayor of Florence; 

 Christian Price, Mayor of Maricopa. 

Casa Grande: 

 The meeting was held in their new recreation center, which cost $18.2 million to build. 

 There are a massive number of new housing starts, the most since 2007. 

 The biggest issue is the widening of I-10.  The state legislature put up $10 million for studies, 

and the entire project will cost at least $1 billion. 

Coolidge: 

 A goodly number of industries are relocating to Coolidge, and a major jump in population is 

expected.  A lot of new apartments are expected to be built. 

 The biggest issue is water. 

 Local expectations are jumping ahead of results, and that is a problem. 

 The town just received a $9.5 million federal grant to rebuild the runway at their industrial 

airport. 

Eloy: 

 The town has a new city hall. 

 There is significant water and sewer expansion coming. 

 The town is too dependent on its prison and truck stops. 

Florence: 

 The town is moving ahead rapidly on the “smart cities” concept. 

 With prisons being the major source of employment, the town needs businesses in which 

released prisoners can work. 

 A big issue is water and street improvements. 

Maricopa: 

 The overpass over the Union Pacific is a major gain and will be ready for use next month.  It cost 

$55 million, took 15 years to get the necessary permits and took 18 months to build.  A TIGER 

grant was responsible for $15 million of the cost. 

 Street and water improvements are major challenge in order to bring in new industries. 

 There are roughly 100 building permits issued every month. 

When I informed Mayor Price of Maricopa that he might lose his tri-weekly train, he was quite 

concerned and agreed to see me on July 10. 



Western Interstate Trains Coalition 

Our first video is now posted to YouTube. 

https://youtu.be/20hOAFiWk8Q 
 
Our second video will soon be ready for posting. 

Rollout occurred on June 24 to all stakeholders in all western states. 

 

Meeting the Goals 

 Met with a large group of city and county officials in Tucson on all extant Amtrak issues.  As a 

result, Amtrak is sending a delegation to Tucson on July 9 by train. 

 Offered my services to the Transportation Choices Coalition to pen an op-ed in support of Valley 

Metro Rail and to participate in a video for the consulting firm fighting the initiative. 

 Reached out to the mayors of Phoenix, Mesa and Maricopa.  Mayor Giles of Mesa will meet with 

Chuck and myself on July 8, and Mayor Price of Maricopa on July 10.  Mayor Gallego of Phoenix 

has not responded. 

 Rolled out our interstate effort to save Amtrak’s national network trains. 

 

Next Month 

 Meetings with Mayors Giles and Price. 

 Transportation Choices Coalition meeting. 

 Prepare for Madison Butler visit in August. 

 Follow up rollout of Western Interstate Trains Coalition effort. 

 

https://youtu.be/20hOAFiWk8Q

