
FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

21 JULY 2018 

 

Goals: 

 Build support for an approach to Brightline and Fortress Capital to establish service in the 
Phoenix-Tucson corridor; 

 Build credibility among regional politicians, managers and organizations as the critical 
organization with expertise in rail; 

 Recruit new members. 

 

Coalition for Transportation Choices 

 Diane Brown, Arizona Public Interest Research Group; 
 Kenneth Steel, Arizona Alliance for Livable Communities; 
 Steve Jennings, AARP; 
 Jim McPherson, Sustainable Communities Collaborative; 
 Sean Sweat, The Urban Phoenix Project; 
 Cynthia Zwick, Arizona Community Action Association. 

Of the 9 members of the Citizens’ Complete Streets Advisory Board, 7 have resigned, and there are now 
suggestions of disbanding the board.  A new board has been proposed, the Complete Streets Working 
Group, but the real estate developers appear to be in charge of the process. 

The Phoenix City Council will once again consider killing the South Central light rail project due to 
objections from the neighborhood.  Although 75% of the people in the neighborhood voted for the 
extension, business interests are against it because Central will lose a traffic lane.  They would prefer 
keeping the lane, widening the street and tearing down businesses.  There are whispers of gentrification 
in all of this.  The business interests have raised a large war chest. 

There was discussion of a confidential document concerning the details of the Prop 400 Extension 
campaign. 

I updated the group on our progress with bringing Brightline to Phoenix to discuss a private sector 
solution to our Sun Corridor. 

 

Rob MacDonald, Executive Director, Central Arizona Governments 
Travis Ashbaugh, Transportation Planning Manager 
 
I was told to ask Tim Kanavel for the names of his counterparts at the state level and at PAG. 

  



Neil Giuliano, President & CEO, Greater Phoenix Leadership 

GPL consists of the CEOs of the top 110 companies in the area.  I sensed that we weren’t viewed as all 
that important.  There was a consensus that if the Brightline project can be successfully cloned in 
Arizona, the companies will flock to the banner. 

 I should contact Matt Clark, Gov. Ducey’s transportation advisor; 
 I should contact Ted Maxwell of the Southern Arizona Leadership Council. 

 

Gail Lewis, Public-Office of P3 Initiatives & International Affairs, ADOT 

I received a full 90 minutes of solid advice. 

 I should contact Chris Mackay and Maria Hyatt at the Phoenix mayor’s office to see if I can make 
our pitch to Acting Mayor Williams; 

 I should contact Tucson Mayor Jonathan Rothschild; 
 Arizona doesn’t permit tax increment financing via revenue bonds, and it is the only state that 

forbids it. 

 

Sam Stone, Aide to Phoenix Councilman Sal DiCiccio 

 People of power in Phoenix will support this project, but the Tucson Airport people will move 
quietly to kill it; 

 I should contact Wayne Howard who runs the Breakfast Club, a monthly private breakfast event 
for local real estate developers; 

 I should contact Brad Smidt of the Greater Phoenix Economic Council. 

 

Valley Partnership Breakfast 

I exchanged business cards with the following people: 

 Belinda Rosthenhausler, Commercial Services, Clear Title Agency of Arizona; 
 Tom Armstrong, Project Manager, LVC; 
 Gary LaBorg, Branch Manager, LVC; 
 Clayton Neilsen, Project Manager Land Development, WestLand Resources; 
 Lynne L’Esperance, AVP, Arcadis; 
 Vince Lester, President, Spectra Contract Flooring; 
 John Glenn, Democratic candidate for the 24th Legislative District. 

Mr. Glenn was worth meeting, and I spent quite a bit of time educating him about Article 9/Section 14 
of the Arizona Constitution. 

  



Christian Price, Mayor of Maricopa 

 He is highly knowledgeable about transportation and is enthusiastic about the subject; 
 He wishes that an intercity passenger rail line could serve his town but understands why it can’t; 
 He wishes the money were available for the high-speed option; 
 He wants to come to Brightline meetings; 
 He has worked with Railpros and speaks highly of them; 
 He wants the Arizona Constitution to be amended to allow a state rail program, and he wants 

ADOT to have stronger leadership to include taking over ACC railroad functions; 
 Considering that the Maricopa Amtrak station is being de-staffed, I told him about the 

Olympia/Lacey station, how it was built and operated by the local transit authority, and how it 
was staffed by volunteers; he liked the idea; 

 He believes that Phoenix and Tucson are growing closer to each other as the empty spaces 
between the cities are being filled; he sees the region eventually looking like Dallas/Fort Worth; 

 He suggested that I contact Geoffrey Child of Sunrise Engineering; 
 He suggested that I contact Ken Strobeck of the League of Arizona Cities and Towns. 

 

Sen. Karen Fann 

 She runs a highway construction company; 
 She supports what we are trying to accomplish; 
 She wants us to keep her in the loop. 

 

Farhad Moghimi, Executive Director, Pima Association of Governments 

 The issue of intercity rail has been bouncing around for the past 15 years but without money 
from the state; 

 A ½ cent sales tax hike funded light rail in Tucson, and it comes up for extension in 2024; 
 He recognizes that intercity rail from Phoenix to Tucson is good for the regional economy; 
 Like Mayor Price of Maricopa, he understands that Phoenix and Tucson are growing closer 

together as the space between the cities fills in; 
 The people at the Tucson Airport will be nervous about an intercity rail line, but he will work to 

bring them around; 
 PAG conducted a commuter rail study linking Marana, Tucson and Nogales, so our proposal fits 

in; 
 He can bring the mayors, city managers and tribes into his conference room if we need them; 
 We can use his facilities for a Brightline meeting if we choose. 

 

Ted Maxwell, President, Southern Arizona Leadership Council 

 He will facilitate our efforts with the Tucson City Council and the Tucson Airport people; 
 He wants me to pitch the project to his infrastructure committee. 



Melissa Johnson, Executive Director, Pinal Partnership 
Harold Christ, Principal, Windmill Winery 
 

 There have been 15 years of fruitless discussion of Phoenix-Tucson intercity rail, and this is the 
first time they have seen hope; 

 There has been endless debate over a Union Pacific alignment versus an Interstate 10 alignment 
without agreement; 

 There is tremendous support for passenger rail in the region; 
 They will help, and key people in the region need leadership and education; 
 They would like to arrange an informational breakfast for their board; 
 The ½ cent sales tax for transportation in Pinal County could be of assistance in this effort; 
 There is good leadership in the small communities in the county; 
 Fortress Capital will have plenty of opportunity in the region. 

 

Geoffrey Child, Engineering Manager, Sunrise Engineering 

 His company handles surveying, right-of-way acquisition and utility coordination; 
 He works with the towns of Pinal County; 
 The accent is on civil engineering and environmental work. 

 

Ken Strobeck, Executive Director, League of Arizona Cities & Towns 
Nick Ponder, Legislative Director 
 

 These were the two people who wrote the Worsley-Campbell bill for a county sales tax hike for 
transportation; 

 The transportation revenue issue delineated in Article 9/Section 14 of the Arizona Constitution 
has grown more complicated now that the teachers are getting money from that source. 

 

Jonathan Rothschild, Mayor of Tucson (by phone) 

 I brought him up to speed on what is going on; 
 He will support us fully to include working with the Tucson airport people. 

 

Brad Smidt, Greater Phoenix Economic Council 

 GPEC’s primary interest is helping companies escape California and relocate to the Phoenix area; 
 He will put me in contact with David Welsh of Sun Corridor Inc. of Tucson; 
 He neither supports nor opposes our Phoenix-Tucson effort; 
 He is interested in service to Yuma that could be extended to Los Angeles and environs. 



Florence Town Council 

I made a short presentation of our Phoenix-Tucson effort with Brightline and Fortress Capital.  It went 
over well enough that Brent Billingsley asked the council to hear some of my life story and the successful 
work we did in Washington state. 

 

Matt Clark, Policy Advisor, Transportation & Municipal Government, Arizona Governor’s Office 

 He believes that with the Diamondbacks leaving the downtown stadium, it may be torn down to 
make way for high value real estate development; 

 It would make that site the ideal location for an intercity passenger rail station; 
 When autonomous trucking is fully implemented, he believes that the railroads will go out of 

business, liquidate their assets and sell them to operators of commuter and intercity passenger 
rail. 

 

Patrick Goddard, Brightline (by e-mail) 

 He set a tentative date for himself and a representative from Fortress Capital to visit Phoenix; 
 He didn’t want to meet people, but to perform reconnaissance on the Union Pacific line 

between Phoenix and Tucson; 
 He wanted to avoid meeting anyone connected to real estate development because Fortress will 

do its own work in that area; 
 He postponed his visit at the last minute because Brightline opened negotiations with the state 

of Florida over the use of the Interstate 4 median between Orlando and Tampa for accelerated 
construction of the rail line past Orlando; 

 Three of us performed our own tour of the UP line to fix the route and the sites to be visited 
when Brightline comes to town; 

 Brightline and Fortress will fix a new date for a visit. 

 

Rail Passengers Association (by e-mail and conference call) 

 RPA is drawing up a grass roots campaign to prevent Amtrak from establishing a bus bridge that 
would break the Southwest Chief into three pieces and effectively kill the train; 

 I will be responsible for executing that campaign in Arizona. 

  



Meeting Goals 

 This past month’s meetings were aimed at preparing the way for a visit from Brightline and 
Fortress Capital.  There is tremendous enthusiasm for the possibility of private sector rail 
service. 

 I’ve established credibility with people I met by showing expertise in the business of rail.  Sen. 
Karen Fann and Matt Clark, Gov. Ducey’s transportation advisor, take us seriously. 

 I’ve attempted to recruit new members, but without an updated website, Facebook page, or 
brochure explaining who we are and what we do, it’s difficult to make our case.  It takes more 
than just a meeting. 

 

Next Month 

 Patrick Goddard of Brightline; 
 Lori Singleton & M. J. Litz of Arizona Forward; 
 David Welsh of Sun Corridor, Inc.; 
 Transportation Choices Coalition meeting; 
 Lisa Atkins & Wesley Mehl of the Arizona State Land Department; 
 Government officials and newspaper editors on the Southwest Chief route as part of RPA’s 

effort. 

 


