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Goals: 

 Build support for Virgin Trains and Fortress Investment Group to establish service in the Sun 
Corridor. 

 Build credibility among regional politicians, managers and organizations as the critical 
organization with expertise in rail. 

 Recruit new members and raise funds. 

 

KJZZ Interview 

I taped an interview for the Morning Show at the Phoenix NPR affiliate.  It was a resounding success. 

 

Mayors of Yuma, Benson and Maricopa 

At the request of George Chilson, I sent letters to the mayors of the three towns asking them to write a 
letter to Richard Anderson of Amtrak in support of a daily Sunset Limited. 

 

Transportation Choices Coalition 

A meeting was held with Scott Smith at the Valley Metro headquarters where he gave a presentation as 
to the current status of Valley Metro Rail. 

 Valley Metro Rail has exceeded expectations.  The proposed initiative is nothing less than a 
rollback and will stop light rail expansion in its tracks.  The actual language of the initiative is far 
different from what people were told when they signed the petitions.  This is the core of Dave 
Martin’s lawsuit asking the court to throw the initiative out.  Should that fail, it will come to a 
vote in Phoenix in August. 

 The Trump Administration’s transportation policy appears to be biased against public transit and 
against rail in particular.  Congress disagrees, and there is a bipartisan consensus in favor of both 
public transportation and rail. 

 The key to increasing ridership on a bus is to increase frequency.  The argument that a given bus 
is half empty doesn’t wash. 

 The $2.5 billion spent on Valley Metro Rail has, at the most recent estimate, provided an $11 
billion windfall to the property tax rolls of the communities along the line. 

 A fixed transportation corridor, such as a freeway or rail line, produces investment because you 
can’t just tear it up.  A bus line can be changed or eliminated, so it doesn’t produce the same 
kind of investment. 

 We need to tell the people’s side of the light rail argument. 
 Funding for public transportation goes away in 2025 unless a new Proposition 500 is passed. 



 

Arizona Transit Association Transport Forum 

A luncheon and post-lunch meeting were held at the Arizona Biltmore where the members of the House 
and Senate transportation committees spoke and took questions. 

 Eric Anderson of MAG said that there are fewer funds each year for transportation.  The gas tax 
hasn’t been increased since 1990, and we’re using a Nineties revenue structure that is 
inadequate to the needs of today.  Each penny of gas tax produces $38 million in revenue, but 
over the past thirty years, fuel economies have reduced gas tax revenue by 70% per car.  We 
need a regional sales tax to fund the building of local freeways.  There is at present no money to 
fix I-10 and I-17, or to build I-11.  Important policy decisions need to be made. 

 Rep. Noel Campbell, Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, 
whom I finally got to meet, said that Arizona needs an investment strategy for transportation 
infrastructure.  The state will need $24 billion over the next 25 years just to keep up with its 
current maintenance base and will need a total of $193 billion to remain competitive.  We are 
the fifth highest state in terms of gain in population, and disaster is coming if these issues are 
not addressed.  He is going to submit a comprehensive transportation funding bill that will raise 
taxes on fuels and provide a means for counties to raise sales taxes for transportation, which is 
the bill that died in the legislature last year due to the teachers’ strike.  He is challenging Gov. 
Ducey to sign it. 

 Sen. David Livingston, Chairman of the Senate Transportation and Public Safety Committee, has 
a background in insurance.  He said he will maintain an open-door policy.  He is looking at 
reversible express lane on I-17.  He wants to ask one question each year: Can we speed up one 
project, and how? 

 Sen. Frank Pratt, Vice-Chairman of the Senate Transportation & Public Safety Committee, said 
that little has changed from year to year because the necessary taxes haven’t been increased. 

 Rep. Leo Biasiucci also has an open-door policy.  We need to get ahead of the game on our 
highway building. 

 Rep. Richard Andrade wants to raise the gas tax to widen our existing highways.  BNSF is 
expanding its intermodal activity in Phoenix, and wider roads are needed to handle all the 
trucks.  We also need more rail. 

 Rep David Cook wants highway money to be more equitably distributed so that rural Arizona is 
not shortchanged.  He sees the need for rural counties to be able to raise sales taxes to cover 
transportation, but not Maricopa County. 

 Rep. Bret Roberts dislikes his 90-minute morning commute for a mere 16 miles on Arizona 347 
just to get from Maricopa to the I-10 interchange.  He wants that road widened. 
 

  



Arizona Legislature 

I spent the day at the House and Senate passing out our updated document on the case for intercity 
passenger rail.  The staff person of every representative and senator on the two transportation 
committees received a copy with an offer for me to speak to each elected official about what we do and 
what we’re working toward. 

 Rep. Noel Campbell, Chairman, had recommended that I give our document to one specific staff 
person, Sharon Carpenter, who is his expert on these matters.  She received it. 

 Rep. Richard Andrade, whose staff person has significant policy chops, last year gave me 90 
minutes of his time to educate me on how things work in Arizona.  He drives a locomotive on 
BNSF’s Peavine Division when he isn’t in the legislature. 

 Rep. Kevin Payne is a returning member of the committee. 
 Rep. Leo Biasiucci, Rep. Rosanna Gabaldon, Rep. Arlando Teller and Rep. Bob Thorpe are new to 

the committee. 
 Sen. David Livingston, Chairman, has a background in insurance, is new to the committee and 

indicates that he has an open-door policy. 
 Sen. Sine Kerr, Sen. Lisa Otondo, Sen. Jamescita Peshlakai and Sen. Frank Pratt are returning 

members. 
 Sen. Sonny Borrelli, Sen. Lupe Contreras and Sen. Eddie Farnsworth are new to the committee. 

 

Meeting the Goals 

 Virgin Trains USA has kept the door open to coming out to Phoenix in the spring.  We’re waiting 
to hear more. 

 We want to work with RPA and state organizations on a long-term national strategy for 
reforming American passenger rail and Amtrak.  With Congress gridlocked, we have time to 
come up with the right proposals. 

 We’ll be working with Friends of Transit on the effort to save light rail. 

 

Next Month 

 Friends of Transit briefing on the Phoenix light rail rollback initiative and how we can fight it. 
 Transportation Choices Coalition monthly meeting. 
 Possible presentation before the Transportation Club at the University of Arizona. 

 


